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Gurney’s Sugarbird by Markus Lilje 
 

Trip report compiled by tour leader: Markus Lilje 
 

Tour summary 
 

We all met up at the airport near Durban after a 

flight from Cape Town to start off this exploration 

of some of South Africa’s rich eastern section. The 

drive up to Hilton was fortunately very uneventful 

and got us into great position to start the day early 

and get right into some excellent birding. The 

Karkloof was the first area we visited in the 

Kwazulu-Natal Midlands and provided a great 

introduction to some of the species of the region, 

including Jackal Buzzard, Long-crested Eagle, 

Grey Crowned Crane, Long-tailed, Red-collared 
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and Fan-tailed Widowbirds, Southern Red Bishop, Buff-streaked Chat, Cape Longclaw, Amur 

Falcon and the morning’s highlight, a great pair of Wattled Crane! After lunch near the Howick 

Falls we had more excellent views of some reed-associated species including the very tricky Red-

headed Quelea. On the way to the mountains we had some time in the later afternoon in the 

Marutswa forest, which was initially very quiet, but with much persistence produced Cape Batis, 

Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler, Chorister Robin-Chat, stunning Knysna Turaco, Forest 

Canary, Bush Blackcap and even a very surprising Southern Ground Hornbill on the grassland 

edge! 

 

Sani Pass is a very important area on this route and a 

day here can contribute significantly to the success of 

any tour in South Africa! Because many potential birds 

had already been seen in the Cape, there was less 

urgency and we were able to really enjoy the day. As 

we gradually made our way up the pass, we added more 

and more sought-after species, and made stops to 

admire the scenery in this interesting and beautifully 

rugged part of the world. A few of the birding 

highlights included fantastic views of Drakensberg 

Rockjumper and Gurney’s Sugarbird – two of the 

biggest targets in the area, Sentinel Rock Thrush, Drakensberg Siskin, Barratt’s Warbler, Cape 

Vulture, Ground Woodpecker, Cape Grassbird, more Bush Blackcap, numerous Sickle-winged 

Chat, Yellow Canary and the endemic Sloggett's Ice Rat. We enjoyed the day in general, with a few 

great encounters and wonderful mountain scenery and a great variety of flowers at this time of the 

year – certainly a day to remember!  

 

We now headed east to Durban and then north along the coastline to end up, after a very long 

driving day, at St. Lucia for the next 2 nights. We were quite unlucky with the weather, although we 

did take advantage of a few breaks in the rain and drizzle to find a few very important species. 

Firstly we gave the Marutswa forest a second go to try for 2 species which fortunately showed this 

time, as we managed to find and see both Orange Ground Thrush and White-starred Robin well! 

We also decided to try to see Blue Swallow, but were unfortunately thwarted in our attempt by very 

thick fog: we glimpsed a single bird before it again disappeared behind grass and into the fog! The 

area around Eshowe was also enclosed in clouds as we arrived there as well as during our lunch. 

Fortunately however the weather then lifted a bit and allowed enough time for us to find a very 

confiding Spotted Ground Thrush and Lemon Dove, both very tough terrestrial species; the former 

being the big target for the forest. An amazing experience during a walk in this gloomy forest was a 

diminutive Blue Duiker that paid very little attention to us, just a few metres away! 
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The following stop on our tour was the St. Lucia 

area, where the next set of big targets awaited. 

This is again a very productive area that 

provides a good variety of habitats with the 

associated species. As we entered the town an 

extensive reedbed provided great viewing 

opportunities for us and great breeding 

opportunities for weavers: Eastern Golden 

Weaver, Lesser Masked as well as the scarce 

Southern Brown-throated Weaver all showed 

particularly well. In St. Lucia itself, we visited 

one of the campsites as well as good forest 

nearby, where we had wonderful looks at Livingstone's and Purple-crested Turacos, Yellow-rumped 

Tinkerbird, Brown Scrub Robin, Woodward's Batis, the uncommon Black-throated Wattle-eye, 

Grey Sunbird, African Cuckoo-Hawk, Lemon and 

Tambourine Doves, Crowned and Trumpeter 

Hornbills and Common Waxbill. We also took time 

to drive north in the iSimangaliso Wetland Park to 

Cape Vidal, which gave us the chance to enjoy the 

grassland/forest mosaic. This area was also good 

for a number of new species for the trip that 

included Broad-billed Roller, Rufous-naped Lark, 

Croaking Cisticola, Blue-cheeked Bee-eater, 

amazing Green Twinspot, European Honey 

Buzzard, Crested Guineafowl, Woolly-necked 

Stork as well as Water Thick-knee! Mammals were 

interesting too with Hippopotamus in the pans and Africa Buffalo, Kudu, Bushbuck, Tsessebe, Blue 

Wildebeest and Burchell’s Zebra all showing well! At Cape Vidal we even had the opportunity to 

touch or get close to the Indian Ocean before we again shifted our attention back to the birds. 

 

We next headed north in what was at times fairly heavy rain, although this did not stop us from 

picking up some excellent species on the way to lunch 

just outside the town of Hluhluwe. First on this list were 

a number of African Pygmy Goose in a small lily-

choked pond which also held African Jacana and White-

backed Duck, before we again hit the jackpot with 

Southern Banded Snake Eagle and Lemon-breasted 

Canary within a few minutes of each other. Near our 

lunch stop we had a drenched Kurrichane Thrush, 

before the abating rain allowed better looks at Scarlet-

chested Sunbird, Striped Kingfisher and Icterine and 

Willow Warblers, along with spectacular close views of 

the popular Crested Barbet. During the afternoon we 

headed to an open grassland and pan area, which was 

quite hard to access properly due to all the recent rain 

and very muddy roads. Nonetheless we did manage to find some interesting species including 

Black-winged and Senegal Lapwings, the sought-after and vagrant Caspian Plover (including birds 

in breeding plumage), Malachite Kingfisher and Yellow Wagtail. 
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A day in and around the uMkhuze Game Reserve could always be considered one of the best 

birding days of the whole route, with our visit to the area being no exception. The variety of habitats 

in the area lend themselves perfectly for an 

enjoyable and high-numbers day. Naming just a few 

of the top birds we had in this area: Broad-billed 

Roller, Grey Penduline Tit, Striated and Black 

Herons, Rudd's Apalis, Red-billed Oxpecker, 

Bearded Scrub Robin, Violet-backed and Black-

bellied Starlings, Pink-backed Pelican, Southern 

Black Tit, White-headed, White-backed and Lappet-

faced Vultures, White-bellied Sunbird, Golden-

breasted Bunting and Red-fronted Tinkerbird. A 

highlight here is always a visit to the Kumasinga 

hide, which again provided the goods with very close views of a few mammals as well as the 

wonderful little Pink-throated Twinspot, Blue Waxbill and Emerald-spotted Wood Dove.  

 

The area directly around our accommodations, 

as well as in False Bay, are covered by 

sandforest, a very thick, but productive habitat. 

On walks in these area we also added many of 

the specialties that we were hoping for, 

including the gorgeous Four-coloured 

Bushshrike, Eastern Nicator, range-restricted 

Neergard’s Sunbird, Sombre and Yellow-bellied 

Greenbuls, Rudd’s Apalis and African Paradise 

Flycatcher. Some of these species proved very 

hard to find and only gave us some good views 

after we spent a lot of time looking for them!  

 

Our drive to Wakkerstroom took us through two interesting areas where we spent some time hoping 

to find some of the local specialities. We did not even have to search for long before we first had 

Burchell’s Starling and then viewed Red-billed and Yellow-billed Hornbills in the same bush and a 

juvenile Martial Eagle flying overhead. This was also the only time we found Giraffe, which gave 

us good close views. Before we quite got to Wakkerstroom, we headed to a slightly lower-lying 

area of grassland, where we managed to find a family group of White-bellied Bustard after we first 

heard the birds calling and then walked into the grassland to search for them. Other birds in this 

area included South African Cliff Swallow, Spotted Thick-knee, Pale-crowned and Wing-snapping 

Cisticolas, Southern Ant-eating Chat and Greater Striped Swallow. 

 

The grasslands and wetlands around 

Wakkerstroom are justly famous for 

harbouring many of the region’s endemic 

species as well as numerous other specialities. 

In addition to having a full day to explore the 

area, we had a bit of additional time that we 

used to explore the wetland in particular. This 

turned out to be very productive allowing 

incredible views of a number of Little Bitterns, 

a close flock of 19 South African Shelduck, 

Hottentot Teal, Southern Pochard, lovely 

Whiskered Tern, Grey Crowned Crane and a 
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number of very vocal Little Rush Warblers as well as the stunning Giant Kingfisher at our final 

opportunity. We also managed to get a special and unexpected mammal here in the form of Spot-

necked Otter, 3 of which gave good views. Southern Bald Ibis as well as Blue Korhaan, the elegant 

Blue Crane and wonderful Jackal Buzzard were other highlights. Exploring the Wakkerstroom 

grasslands for a full day will always produce a good list of special birds and some high-quality 

birding. 5 lark species were recorded, all but one of which are either endemic or regional 

specialities like Rudd’s and Eastern Long-billed Larks, the stunning Yellow-breasted Pipit showed 

well and we managed to find additional Blue 

Korhaan, Blue Crane, a huge flock of scarce 

Black-winged Pratincole, abundant Amur 

Falcon, Grey-winged Francolin, Ground 

Woodpecker, fairy distant Secretarybird, 

African Snipe, buzzing Yellow-crowned 

Bishop, African Rock Pipit, White-throated 

Swallow, Cape and Southern Masked 

Weavers, Buff-streaked Chat, Cape Rock 

Thrush, African Pied Starling, and a number 

of others. Because of all the rain and a late 

start to the season we were fortunate to 

experience many of the species calling and 

displaying, some of the memorable ones included Eastern Clapper Lark, Cloud and Wing-snapping 

Cisticolas, Yellow-breasted Pipit, Yellow-crowned Bishop, Long-tailed and Fan-tailed Widowbirds 

and White-bellied Bustards…all this in stunning emerald-green grasslands and with sometimes 

spectacular cloudy backdrops. 

 

Now it was down to the final drive up to the airport in Johannesburg to round off the trip and we 

managed to do just that, adding a few lovely bonus species so late on in the tour. The top birds were 

Goliath Heron, Northern Black Korhaan, Black-chested Prinia, Red-faced Mousebird, Karoo 

Thrush and Red-winged Francolin. These were joined by other new birds for the trip, albeit more 

widespread species, including Squacco Heron, Glossy Ibis, Greater and Lesser Flamingos and 

Maccoa Duck. And so ended our Eastern South Africa adventure! 

 

 
Photo credits: In order of appearance: Sani Pass, Drakensberg Rockjumper, Crested Guineafowl, Southern Brown-

throated Weaver, Black-throated Wattle-eye, Southern Banded Snake Eagle, Pink-throated Twinspot, Yellow-throated 
Longclaw, Little Bittern and Eastern Clapper Lark - all taken by Markus Lilje during the tour. 

 

 Annotated List of Birds recorded 
 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC 3.2 List of: Gill, F. and Wright, M. August 2012. 

Birds of the World: Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. 

Special notes are included where the taxonomy varies between IOC and Clements lists. 

 

Total species recorded: 365  

 
E = South African Endemic, RE = Regional Endemic to Southern Africa, RNE = Regional Near 

Endemic, BE = Breeding Endemic, 

  

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl    Numida meleagris 

Recorded on many numerous during the tour. 
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NOTE: The nominate N. m. meleagris Helmeted Guineafowl, is sometimes regarded as distinct from the western (N. m. 

galeata) West African Guineafowl and the southern, which we recorded, (N. m. mitrata) Tufted Guineafowl. Clements 

does not as yet recognise these splits. 

Crested Guineafowl     Guttera pucherani 

Small numbers were seen very well daily in the uMkhuze and St. Lucia areas. 

 

Pheasants & Partridges  Phasianidae 
Grey-winged Francolin (E)    Scleroptila afra 

A good bird, seen a few times around Wakkerstroom. 

Red-winged Francolin    Scleroptila levaillantii 

After this bird was heard distantly in the Wakkerstroom area, we flushed 2 near Suikerbosrand. 

Crested Francolin     Dendroperdix sephaena 

Heard only in the St. Lucia and uMkhuze areas. 

Red-necked Spurfowl (Francolin)   Pternistis afer 

A surprise sighting, when one was seen on the roadside during our drive to Richmond. 

Swainson’s Spurfowl (Francolin) (RNE)  Pternistis swainsonii 

Seen very well in the Wakkerstroom grasslands. 

Common Quail     Coturnix coturnix 

Heard in Wakkerstroom grasslands. 

 

Swans, Geese & Ducks  Anatidae 
White-faced Whistling Duck   Dendrocygna viduata 

Fairly commonly encountered during the tour. 

White-backed Duck     Thalassornis leuconotus 

The conditions seemed perfect for this sometimes difficult species in pans near St. Lucia.  

Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

Recorded at numerous wetlands during the tour. 

Knob-billed Duck     Sarkidiornis melanotos 

Around 5 birds were seen at Muzi pans, including a breeding-plumage male. 

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiaca 

Frequently seen on the tour. 

South African Shelduck (RE)   Tadorna cana 

We had some great views of around 20 birds at the Wakkerstoom wetlands. 

African Pygmy Goose    Nettapus auritus 

Best seen on a small waterlily-clogged pan near St. Lucia. 

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulata 

One of the most commonly recorded duck on the short tour. 

Cape Shoveler (RE)     Anas smithii 

Fantastic views at Marievale on the final day. 

Red-billed Teal (Duck)    Anas erythrorhyncha 

Seen at numerous wetland sites, always in small numbers. 

Hottentot Teal     Anas hottentota 

This tiny duck was best seen at Marievale, flight views in Wakkerstroom. 

Southern Pochard     Netta erythrophthalma 

First seen near the base of the Sani Pass, closer views later in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Maccoa Duck      Oxyura maccoa 

A fairly scarce species that was seen very well at a small pan near the airport. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe (Dabchick)    Tachybaptus ruficollis 

Small numbers of this widespread species were recorded a few times. 
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Great Crested Grebe    Podiceps cristatus 

3 or 4 birds were seen on a pan near the Johannesburg airport. 

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

Seen during our Johannesburg explorations on a grassland pan. 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoenicopterus minor 

Also only seen on the final day: distant views near Standerton. 

 

Storks  Ciconidae 
Yellow-billed Stork     Mycteria ibis 

2 birds were scoped on the St. Lucia estuary. 

Woolly-necked Stork    Ciconia episcopus 

Best views from a small hide north of St. Lucia with others seen at other Zululand areas. 

White Stork      Ciconia ciconia 

Most of these migrants were seen in the Kwazulu-Natal midlands, although they were encountered 

quite frequently. 

Saddle-billed Stork     Ephippiorhynchus senegalensis 

A single very distant bird was scoped in the iSimangaliso Wetlands Park, south of Cape Vidal. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus 

A commonly encountered wetland bird during the tour. 

Southern Bald Ibis (E)      Geronticus calvus 

This colourful and highly-sought endemic showed well around grasslands in Lesotho as well as 

around Wakkerstroom. 

Hadada Ibis (Hadeda)    Bostrychia hagedash 

We saw this noisy species on every day. 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

Recorded at a few wetlands on the tour’s final day. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

Best seen when we had a few birds on a sandbank near the St. Lucia estuary mouth. 

 

Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 
Little Bittern      Ixobrychus minutus 

Amazing – this turned out to be one of the common birds at the Wakkerstoom wetlands after being 

mentioned on a few occasions earlier as being a big target. Some amazing views were enjoyed. 

Black-crowned Night Heron   Nyctocorax nyctocorax 

A few birds were seen at Muzi swamps before some were found at the Wakkerstroom wetlands. 

Squacco Heron     Ardeola ralloides 

Seen well at a few wetlands in the Johannesburg area. 

Striated Heron     Butorides striata 

Seen well at the Muzi pans in the early morning, a very widespread species. 

[Western] Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

Regularly recorded on the trip. 

Grey Heron      Ardea cinerea 

The common large waterside heron, seen on a number of occasions in Zululand wetlands. 

Black-headed Heron     Ardea melanocephala 

Seen fairly frequently, but unlike the previous species, this one is more common in grasslands. 

Goliath Heron     Ardea goliath 
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The major reason for driving to Marievale on the final day: we were handsomely rewarded with 

great views of the world’s largest heron! 

Purple Heron      Ardea purpurea 

Seen well near uMkhuze, at Wakkerstroom and a few other sites. 

Great Egret       Ardea alba 

Seen along wetland edges, with greatest numbers on our drive to uMkhuze Game Reserve. 

Intermediate Egret     Egretta intermedia 

A single bird was seen during our final day drive in flooded grassland. 

Black Egret      Egretta ardesiaca 

A scarce species on this route, we were thrilled to find 3 birds that gave us views of their distinctive 

feeding behaviour at Muzi pans, another was seen well in flight at Marievale. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

A fast-moving feeder that was seen at scattered wetlands like the St. Lucia estuary. 

 

Hamerkop  Scopidae 
Hamerkop      Scopus umbretta 

We had a surprise first sighting at the Lesotho border post, before we had a number of other good 

sightings including very close views at a hide in uMkhuze. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican     Pelecanus onocrotalus 

An amazing sighting was having hundreds of these very large and distinctive birds circling 

overhead near uMkhuze GR. 

Pink-backed Pelican     Pelecanus rufescens 

We scoped a distant tree full of breeding birds in uMkhuze after closer views at St. Lucia estuary. 

 

Cormorants & Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Phalacrocorax africanus 

A common wetland bird, seen on many days of the tour. 

White-breasted (Great) Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus 

Best views were of a bird we scoped at a small dam near Wakkerstroom. 

 

Anhingas & Darters  Anhingidae 
African Darter     Anhinga rufa 

Highest numbers in the uMkuze area, a few others at other scattered locations. 

 

Secretarybird  Sagittariidae 
Secretarybird      Sagittarius serpentarius 

This iconic and rapidly declining species was seen twice: first near Sani Pass and later better in the 

Wakkerstroom, where we had good scope views.  

 

Ospreys  Pandionidae 
Western Osprey     Pandion heliatus 

Usually a fairly tough bird in South Africa - we recorded it at a dam near Himeville and again over 

Nsumo Pan in uMkhuze GR. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
African Cuckoo-Hawk    Aviceda cuculoides 

A very tough bird – seen very well when a sub-adult dried its wings after rain near Cape Vidal. 

Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 
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This was a fairly commonly recorded raptor on roadside poles and wires. 

Yellow-billed Kite     Milvus migrans 

Good numbers were seen on most days of our tour. 

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

Always a popular bird, this magnificent raptor was best seen when we scoped a bird in St. Lucia. 

White-backed Vulture    Gyps africanus 

A few birds were seen well in flight over woodland in the uMkhuze Game Reserve. 

Cape Vulture (E)     Gyps coprotheres 

This impressive endemic was seen towards the end of our Sani Pass day, when a few birds were 

seen perched on a cliff and in flight. 

Lappet-faced Vulture    Torgos tracheliotus 

A single bird was seen in uMkhuze GR, unfortunately it was mainly seen in flight. 

White-headed Vulture    Trigonoceps occipitalis 

Again a single bird was seen in flight over uMkhuze GR, a very tricky species on this route. 

Black-chested Snake Eagle    Circaetus pectoralis 

During our drive out of uMkhuze GR we had good flight views of an obliging individual. 

Brown Snake Eagle     Circaetus cinereus 

A single bird circled low over the vehicle as we drove north to Pongola. 

Southern Banded Snake Eagle   Circaetus fasciolatus 

A very special and tough bird to see - we had wonderful views of a bird at close range in drizzle in 

the area just south of Hluhluwe. 

Bateleur      Terathopius ecaudatus 

This very distinctive raptor was seen well over the woodland of uMkhuze GR a few times. 

African Marsh Harrier    Circus ranivorus 

We recorded this species on several days and sites, including the Wakkerstroom wetland. 

African Harrier-Hawk    Polyboroides typus 

A single bird was eventually seen well near some of the plantations in the Karkloof area. 

European Honey Buzzard    Pernis apivorus 

A very tricky species in South Africa – we had great views of a bird in the Cape Vidal campground. 

Common Buzzard     Buteo buteo 

This species was seen in biggest numbers in the KZN midlands. 

Jackal Buzzard (RE)     Buteo rufofuscus 

This handsome endemic was encountered on a number of occasions in Kwazulu-Natal. 

Wahlberg's Eagle     Aquila wahlbergi 

An Intra-African Migrant and a distinctive bird in flight, we saw this species best just outside the 

entrance to uMkhuze GR. 

Booted Eagle      Hieraaetus pennatus 

A tough bird in this part of the world – we had a single bird that showed well in the Karkloof. 

Martial Eagle      Polemaetus bellicosus 

Africa’s largest eagle, a single sub-adult bird showed very well, circling nearby near Pongola. 

Long-crested Eagle     Lophaetus occipitalis 

A total of 6 birds were seen, mainly in the Kwazulu-Natal Midlands, a spectacular species. 

 

Falcons & Caracaras  Falconidae 
Rock (Eurasian/Common) Kestrel   Falco rupicolus 

2 birds seen on the way to the Drakensberg. 

Amur Falcon      Falco amurensis 

A migrant that still comes to South Africa in astonishing numbers – we had hundreds on some days 

including around the Underberg and Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 
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White-bellied Bustard (E)    Eupodotis barrowii 

After hearing their distinctive calls, we flushed a few of these distinctive birds in grasslands near 

Wakkerstroom. 

Blue Korhaan (E)     Eupodotis caerulescens 

A very sought-after grassland endemic that was seen well twice around the Wakkerstroom area. 

Northern Black Korhaan (RNE)   Afrotis afraoides 

A single bird was seen well in flight after we tracked down the call in southern Gauteng province. 

 

Flufftails  Sarothruridae 
Buff-spotted Flufftail    Sarothrura elegans 

Heard very well and at close range on 2 days on the iGwalagwala walk in St. Lucia. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
African Rail      Rallus caerulescens 

Unfortunately only heard at Wakkerstroom’s large wetland. 

Black Crake      Amaurornis flavirostra 

Best views were of a single bird that flew up and landed in a willow in Wakkerstroom, where it 

proceeded to walk around and jump from branch to branch, giving great views! 

African Swamphen     Porphyrio madagascariensis 

Seen wondering around in the open in Wakkerstroom, as well as at a handful of other sites. 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

Seen at a few scattered wetlands, with the final sightings near Johannesburg. 

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

Frequently recorded at wetlands throughout the country. 

 

Cranes  Gruidae 
Grey Crowned Crane    Balearica regulorum 

We had very good views of these birds in 2 areas; around the Midlands (Kwazulu-Natal) and again 

in Wakkerstroom. 

Blue Crane (RE)     Grus paradisea 

We had 7 birds that were made of family groups with one and 2 chicks in Wakkerstroom, a regional 

stronghold for this species and South Africa’s national bird.  

Wattled Crane      Grus carunculata 

After a fair amount of scanning we enjoyed a wonderful; sighting of a pair in Karkloof grasslands. 

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 
Water Thick-knee (Dikkop)    Burhinus vermiculatus 

A pair was seen at close range near Cape Vidal, a few others at the St Lucia estuary. 

Spotted Thick-knee (Dikkop)   Burhinus capensis 

5 birds were seen over 2 days in the uMkhuze and Wakkerstroom areas. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing     Vanellus armatus 

A commonly encountered wetland inhabitant. 

Senegal Lapwing     Vanellus lugubris 

Recorded in fairly large numbers at an open grassland site in Zululand. 

Black-winged Lapwing    Vanellus melanopterus 

Along with the above species, this was seen at the same sub-tropical grassland site. 

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 

Recorded at scattered open-country sites throughout the trip. 
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African Wattled Lapwing    Vanellus senegallus 

All of our sightings came from the Wakkerstroom area, seen at close range in flight. 

Common Ringed Plover    Charadrius hiaticula 

A few were seen on a sandbank at St. Lucia and again at the Muzi wetland. 

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

Seen in huge numbers near a wetland east of uMkhuze, a few others later near Muzi pans. 

Three-banded Plover    Charadrius tricollaris 

A single bird was briefly seen at the Muzi pan. 

White-fronted Plover    Charadrius marginatus 

Distant views of 2 birds were seen at St. Lucia mouth. 

Caspian Plover     Charadrius asiaticus 

A very scarce vagrant in South Africa, we had 3 birds outside uMkhuze GR, including 2 in full 

breeding plumage! 

 

Jacanas  Jacanidae 
African Jacana     Actophilornis africanus 

The famous “lily-trotter” was seen on a few occasions in the Zululand area. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 
African Snipe      Gallinago nigripennis 

3 birds were seen as they flushed out of a small wetland near Wakkerstroom. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

We encountered this species on the shoreline of the St. Lucia eastuary. 

Wood Sandpiper     Tringa glareola 

Seen at a few localities around the Zululand area. 

Common Sandpiper     Actitis hypoleucos 

A few of these very widespread shorebirds were recorded in the uMkhuze area. 

Curlew Sandpiper     Calidris ferruginea 

Single birds were seen on 2 days at Zululand wetlands. 

Ruff       Philomachus pugnax 

Seen in huge flocks at 2 different wetland sites to the east of uMkhuze GR. 

 

Coursers & Pratincoles  Glareolidae 
Collared Pratincole     Glareola pratincola 

Best seen at a small pan north of St. Lucia, where we had 6 birds on the ground and in flight. 

Black-winged Pratincole    Glareola nordmanni 

A very scarce species in southern Africa – we had a huge flock of a few hundred birds over the 

grasslands of Wakkerstroom. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Grey-hooded Gull     Chroicocephalus cirrocephalus 

A few birds were seen at a distance near the St. Lucia estuary mouth. 

Great Crested Tern     Sterna bergii 

As the above species, seen flying over the St. Lucia estuary. 

Whiskered Tern     Chlidonias hybrida 

Seen in good numbers around Wakkerstroom and Johannesburg wetlands and grasslands. 

White-winged Tern     Chlidonias leucopterus 

A single non-breeding bird showed well but briefly over the Muzi pans. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
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Rock Pigeon      Columba livia 

Only seen once or twice…but nobody is really interested! 

Speckled (Rock) Pigeon    Columba guinea 

A very large and well-marked pigeon that was seen numerous times during the tour. 

African Olive Pigeon     Columba arquatrix 

This forest-associated species was best seen in the Karkloof, with other sightings around the 

Kwazulu-Natal midlands. 

Lemon Dove      Columba larvata 

An often tricky species that showed very well at Dlinza forest and inside the forest at St. Lucia. 

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata 

Commonly recorded on the tour. 

Ring-necked Dove (Cape Turtle-Dove)  Streptopelia capicola 

Seen on a number of days in the more open habitats. 

Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

Seen only a few times in more open areas, including near Wakkerstroom. 

Emerald-spotted Wood Dove   Turtur chalcospilos 

We had great views of this dainty species in uMkhuze Game Reserve. 

Tambourine Dove     Turtur tympanistria 

A single female was scoped very well in the St. Lucia forest. 

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

A single bird was seen briefly in the Wakkerstroom area. 

African Green Pigeon    Treron calvus 

After a bird was seen in flight, we had good perched views just outside uMkhuze GR. 

 

Turacos  Musophagidae 
Livingstone’s Turaco    Tauraco livingstonii 

A beautiful bird, we had good views of single birds on 2 days in the St Lucia forest. 

Knysna Turaco (E)     Tauraco corythaix 

After much hard work, we managed to get good views of this stunning species in Marutswa forest. 

Purple-crested Turaco    Tauraco porphyreolophus 

Another stunner that showed well, first in St. Lucia town and then again near uMkhuze GR. 

 

Cuckoos  Cuculidae 
Burchell’s (White-browed) Coucal   Centropus superciliosus 

Single birds were seen on 2 days, in the bushveld in the uMkhuze area. 

Dideric Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx caprius 

Best views were near the uMkhuze GR, although this bird proved to be quite common throughout.  

Klaas's Cuckoo     Chrysococcyx klaas 

A single male was seen exceptionally well and at close range in the campsite in uMkhuze GR. 

African Emerald Cuckoo    Chrysococcyx cupreus 

Unfortunately this was heard only on a few occasions. 

Black Cuckoo      Cuculus clamosus 

Heard in the Kwazulu-Natal midlands on a single day. 

Red-chested Cuckoo     Cuculus solitarius 

2 birds were seen well around the edges of the Marutswa forest, heard commonly. 

African Cuckoo     Cuculus gularis 

A single bird was seen in the open woodland to the south of Cape Vidal. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 
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We had good views of this beautiful owl in drizzle at our accommodation in Wakkerstroom. 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
African Palm Swift     Cypsiurus parvus 

Seen in small numbers at scattered sites throughout the middle part of the tour. 

Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 

About 3 birds were seen flying in the gorge below the Howick Falls. 

African Black Swift     Apus barbatus 

Seen in large flocks in 2 areas: around the Sani Pass and again over the Wakkerstroom grasslands. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

Regularly recorded throughout most of the tour. 

Horus Swift      Apus horus 

An often very tricky species that was seen well on the lower portion of the Sani Pass. 

White-rumped Swift     Apus caffer 

We recorded this breeding migrant at scattered sites throughout the tour. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
Speckled Mousebird     Colius striatus 

A commonly encountered bird, often seen around gardens and towns. 

Red-faced Mousebird    Urocolius indicus 

On the last day we had wonderful views of 2 birds feeding at close range near Marievale. 

 

Trogons  Trogonidae 
Narina Trogon     Apaloderma narina 

We came very close to seeing this species a few times, but it kept calling frustratingly out of view. 

 

Rollers  Coraciidae 
Lilac-breasted Roller    Coracias caudatus 

This stunner was seen in the uMkhuze area and Pongola Game Reserve. 

European Roller     Coracias garrulus 

A surprise to see in the Karkloof, before we had more frequent sightings around the Zululand area. 

Broad-billed Roller     Eurystomus glaucurus 

A stunning species that was seen on a few occasions around St. Lucia and the uMkhuze area. 

 

Kingfishers  Alcedinidae 
Brown-hooded Kingfisher    Halcyon albiventris 

Good numbers were seen throughout much of the Zululand area. 

Striped Kingfisher     Halcyon chelicuti 

A single bird was heard and then scoped well as it called at our lunch stop near Hluhluwe. 

Woodland Kingfisher    Halcyon senegalensis 

We had these stunning birds in the scope, where they were seen well at Nsumo Pan, uMkhuze. 

Malachite Kingfisher    Corythornis cristatus 

This stunning little bird was distantly seen at a small pan east of uMkhuze GR. 

Giant Kingfisher     Megaceryle maxima 

Wakkerstroom finally provided some great fly-by views of this huge species on the final morning. 

Pied Kingfisher     Ceryle rudis 

Seen on half of the days of the tour; common and widespread. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
Blue-cheeked Bee-eater    Merops persicus 
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A fairly tropical migrant species that was seen very well throughout the Zululand section of the trip. 

European Bee-eater     Merops apiaster 

We had good views of 2 birds in the woodlands of uMkhuze GR, another stunning migrant.  

 

Hoopoes  Upupidae 
African (Eurasian) Hoopoe    Upupa africana 

Highest numbers in a small town that we drove around on the last day, others were recorded in 

uMkhuze GR during a walk there.  
 

Wood Hoopoes  Phoeniculidae 
Green (Red-billed) Wood Hoopoe   Phoeniculus purpureus 

Unfortunately hear only near the uMkhuze reserve. 

Common Scimitarbill    Rhinopomastus cyanomelas 

Around 4 of these very distinctive birds were seen well in and around uMkhuze GR. 

 

Hornbills  Bucerotidae 
Crowned Hornbill     Tockus alboterminatus 

4 birds were seen very well in the St. Lucia area. 

Southern Red-billed Hornbill (RNE)  Tockus rufirostris 

2 birds were seen at the only site where they were possible on the tour: near Pongola. 

Southern Yellow-billed Hornbill (RNE)  Tockus leucomelas 

Seen in a mixed flock with the above species, although there were about 4 of this species. 

Trumpeter Hornbill     Bycanistes bucinator 

This bird was seen on 3 consecutive days around the St. Lucia area.  

 

Ground Hornbills  Barbets  Bucorvidae 
Southern Ground Hornbill    Bucorvus leadbeateri 

A very sought-after species that can never really be expected on this route: we were fortunate to 

find 2 birds in the late afternoon on the edge of Marutswa forest. 

 

Barbets  Ramphastidae 
White-eared Barbet     Stactolaema leucotis 

This bird was seen on 3 consecutive days in forests around St Lucia und uMkhuze GR. 

Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus bilineatus 

Seen well on 2 days around St. Lucia, frequently also heard in similar areas. 

Red-fronted Tinkerbird    Pogoniulus pusillus 

We heard a lot of this bird’s monotonous call and had some great views near the uMkhuze border. 

Acacia Pied Barbet (RNE)    Tricholaema leucomelas 

A single bird was glimpsed flying over the road in uMkhuze GR. 

Black-collared Barbet    Lybius torquatus 

Best views at the bird feeder at Wakkerstroom after first views on the drive to Cape Vidal. 

Crested Barbet     Trachyphonus vaillantii 

We had absolutely great views of this colourful bird as it came This colourful species was seen well 

a few times including on the first 2 days of the tour. 

 

Honeyguides  Indicatoridae 
Lesser Honeyguide     Indicator minor 

We had a few of these brood parasites, including birds around the Polokwane area. 

 

Woodpeckers & Allies  Picidae 
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Red-throated Wryneck    Jynx ruficollis 

A single bird showed very well in Wakkerstroom on 2 different occasions. 

Golden-tailed Woodpecker    Campethera abingoni 

We enjoyed a number of very good views of this species on 4 days around St. Lucia and uMkhuze. 

Ground Woodpecker (E)    Geocolaptes olivaceus 

This very popular species was seen on the lower part of Sani Pass, before we had great views near 

the town of Wakkerstroom. 

Cardinal Woodpecker    Dendropicos fuscescens 

The smallest woodpecker of the region, seen on a few different days including at Marutswa. 

Olive Woodpecker     Dendropicos griseocephalus 

We managed to get a single bird to show well in the Marutswa forest after a bit of effort. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis (RE)     Batis capensis 

We had numerous great views of these lovely forest birds around many of the forest sites. 

Woodward’s Batis (RNE)    Batis fratrum 

A single bird showed briefly but was seen well by most participants in St. Lucia forest. 

Chinspot Batis     Batis molitor 

3 birds were encountered during 2 different sightings in uMkhuze GR. 

Black-throated Wattle-eye    Platysteira peltata 

We put in a lot of effort to get this species, which we finally managed to find in some thickets in the 

St. Lucia area. 

 

Helmetshrikes  Prionopidae 
White-crested Helmetshrike   Prionops plumatus 

Seen on 2 consecutive days, in the uMkhuze area and near Pongola. 

 

Bushshrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 
Grey-headed Bushshrike    Melaconotus blanchoti 

This bird was seen very well in the sandforest in False Bay. 

Olive Bushshrike (RNE)    Chlorophoneus olivaceus 

Birds were heard on a few occasions around different forests in the Zululand area. 

Orange(Sulphur)-breasted Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus sulfureopectus 

After hearing this bird a few times, we had great views near uMkhuze GR. 

Four-coloured (Gorgeous) Bushshrike  Chlorophoneus quadricolor 

A frequently heard species in the Zululand area, on the final morning in the area we managed to get 

some amazing views of a close bird in False Bay. 

Bokmakierie (RNE)     Telophorus zeylonus 

First views around the bottom of the Sani Pass, others were heard near Wakkerstroom. 

Brown-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra australis 

A single bird showed well in display in woodland in uMkhuze GR. 

Black-crowned Tchagra    Tchagra senegalus 

Driving towards Cape Vidal in the drizzle, we had good views of a bird perched low in a palm. 

Black-backed Puffback    Dryoscopus cubla 

Commonly seen around St. Lucia and the uMkhuze area. 

Southern Boubou     Laniarius ferrugineus 

Seen on 4 days of the trip, with best views in the St. Lucia forests. 

Brubru      Nilaus afer 

2 birds were seen well but briefly from the walkway to one of the uMkhuze hides. 
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Cuckooshrikes  Campephagidae 
Grey Cuckooshrike     Coracina caesia 

A very elegant bird that was first seen distantly at the Marutswa forest and later at Dlinza forest. 

Black Cuckooshrike     Campephaga flava 

Glimpses only of male and female birds on our day inside uMkhuze GR. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Red-backed Shrike     Lanius collurio 

Seen on every day we spent in the Zululand area. 

Southern (Common) Fiscal    Lanius collaris 

Seen on almost every day of the tour. 
 

Figbirds, Orioles  Oriolidae 
(African) Black-headed Oriole   Oriolus larvatus 

This bird was frequently heard, we just had a single sighting of 2 birds outside Marutswa forest. 

 

Drongos  Dicruridae 
Square-tailed Drongo    Dicrurus ludwigii 

Recorded very well and on a number of occasions on the iGwalagwala trail and at False Bay. 

Fork-tailed Drongo     Dicrurus adsimilis 

A widespread woodland and savanna species, seen at scattered sites throughout. 
 

Monarch Flycatchers  Monarchidae 
Blue-mantled (African) Crested Flycatcher Trochocercus cyanomelas 

This is a lovely understory species that we recorded twice in the St. Lucia forest. 

African Paradise Flycatcher   Terpsiphone viridis 

Surprisingly small numbers were seen, although they did give us good views near our Zululand 

accommodations. 

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
Cape (Black) Crow     Corvus capensis 

Seen a few times around the midlands and the Sani area, also views near Wakkerstroom. 

Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

An often common species, encountered a few times during the tour. 

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

Around 6 birds were seen well on the day we headed up the Sani Pass. 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Drakensberg Rockjumper (E)   Chaetops aurantius 

After getting some great views of this huge target when we had about 6 female and juvenile birds 

on the upper section of the Sani Pass, we had incredibly close views of a male on our drive down. 

 

Tits  Paridae 
Southern Black Tit     Parus niger 

After struggling to get views in uMkhuze GR, we had a number of very good and close views in 

False Bay. 

 

Penduline Tits  Remizidae 
Grey (African) Penduline Tit   Anthoscopus caroli 

A tiny species that we saw very well in the uMkhuze campsite during a walk there. 
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Nicators  Nicatoridae 
Eastern Nicator     Nicator gularis 

We finally managed very good and close views at Umkhumbi Lodge, including 2 birds displaying 

to each other. 

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Rufous-naped Lark     Mirafra africana 

A great call that we first encountered on the drive towards Cape Vidal, where we saw a few birds. 

Eastern Clapper Lark (RNE)   Mirafra fasciolata 

We found around 3 of these birds in the grasslands of Wakkerstroom, where watching and hearing 

their display was a great highlight. 

Rudd's Lark (E)     Heteromirafra ruddi 

A single bird showed very well in short grasslands in the Wakkerstroom area; critically endangered. 

Eastern Long-billed Lark (E)   Certhilauda semitorquata 

3 birds were seen and scoped early on the day we had in Wakkerstroom, where they display in 

rocky grasslands. 

Spike-heeled Lark (RNE)    Chersomanes albofasciata 

Another distinctive lark that was fairly common in the Wakkerstroom grasslands. 

Red-capped Lark     Calandrella cinerea 

Seen quite well in small numbers in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Large-billed Lark (E)    Galerida magnirostris 

Seen in Lesotho, we enjoyed numerous good views in the more open vegetation here. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Dark-capped Bulbul     Pycnonotus tricolor 

This abundant bird was one of the most common birds on the tour. 

Sombre Greenbul     Andropadus importunus 

Recorded at a few forest sites including around St. Lucia – much more often heard than seen! 

Yellow-bellied Greenbul    Chlorocichla flaviventris 

A common inhabitant of the forest on and near the east coast, best seen in the St. Lucia area. 

Terrestrial Brownbul     Phyllastrephus terrestris 

Seen on 5 days of the tour, many around St. Lucia and Umkhumbi forests. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Black Saw-wing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

A few days of the tour produced sightings of this bird on forest edges at the start of the tour. 

Grey-rumped Swallow    Pseudhirundo griseopyga 

A single bird was seen flying overhead east of uMkhuze GR, never showing its rump. 

Brown-throated (Plain) Martin   Riparia paludicola 

A very small, water-associated species that showed at a dam near the Sani Pass and at a wetland 

near uMkhuze GR. 

Sand Martin (Bank Swallow)   Riparia riparia 

A small and fairly scarce migrant, scoped at long distance where they were resting near uMkhuze. 

Banded Martin     Riparia cincta 

This very large swallow was seen well in the grasslands around Wakkerstroom after first good 

views on the lower section of the Sani Pass. 

Barn Swallow      Hirundo rustica 

Common throughout. 

White-throated Swallow    Hirundo albigularis 
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Seen quite frequently, with first closest views over a small stream in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Blue Swallow      Hirundo atrocaerulea 

A single one of these very endangered birds was glimpsed at grasslands near Richmond. 

Rock Martin      Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

Seen well around the Sani Pass area. 

Common House Martin    Delichon urbicum 

A single bird showed very well on the lower section of the Sani Pass. 

Greater Striped Swallow (BE)   Cecropis cucullata 

This breeding endemic was seen well in the higher-lying sections around Underberg and 

Wakkerstroom as well as Johannesburg. 

Lesser Striped Swallow    Cecropis abyssinica 

Most common on this tour in the Zululand area, seen very well. 

Red-breasted Swallow    Cecropis semirufa 

This very large bird was seen in the moist savannah area around the St. Lucia and uMkhuze areas. 

South African Cliff Swallow (BE)   Petrochelidon spilodera 

This species was seen very well and in good numbers around Wakkerstroom’s grasslands. 

 

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Cape Grassbird (RE)    Sphenoeacus afer 

This species was seen very well in grasslands in the Karkloof and the lower Sani Pass. 

Long-billed (Cape) Crombec   Sylvietta rufescens 

A single bird was briefly seen in flight at the Muzi Pans. 

 

Leaf Warblers & Allies  Phylloscopidae 
Yellow-throated Woodland Warbler  Phylloscopus ruficapilla 

A really smart little bird, which we saw on a few occasions in the Karkloof and Marutswa forests. 

Willow Warbler     Phylloscopus trochilus 

Seen well on 2 consecutive days in the Acacia woodlands of the Zululand area. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp Warbler    Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

At least 2 birds were seen well in reedbeds in Wakkerstroom. 

African Reed Warbler    Acrocephalus baeticatus 

A single bird showed briefly in extensive reedbeds at Wakkerstroom’s wetland. 

African Yellow Warbler    Chloropeta natalensis 

We saw a single bird very well after we first heard it calling in the midlands of KZN. 

Icterine Warbler     Hippolais icterina 

A scarce bird in southern Africa, seen fairly well in woodland near the town of Hluhluwe after yet 

another rain shower. 

 

Grassbirds & Allies  Megaluridae 
Little Rush (African Bush) Warbler  Bradypterus baboecala 

A very vocal species that we saw very well around the dense reeds in Wakkerstroom, more widely 

heard at other sites. 

Barratt’s (African Scrub-)Warbler (RNE)  Bradypterus barratti 

We had some brief views of this very skulking species in the Sani Pass roadside vegetation. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Lazy (Rock-loving) Cisticola   Cisticola chiniana 

This bird is tricky on this route and was seen very well in the rocky grasslands of the Karkloof. 
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Rattling Cisticola     Cisticola chiniana 

A very common bushveld inhabitant that was seen many times in St. Lucia and uMkhuze areas. 

Wailing Cisticola     Cisticola lais 

Single birds were seen on 2 days: on the Sani Pass and the Blue Swallow area. 

Rufous-winged(Winding) Cisticola   Cisticola galactotes 

A single bird was first seen on telephone wires and then briefly responded to playback in the St. 

Lucia area. 

Levaillant’s(Tinkling) Cisticola   Cisticola tinniens 

The standard wetland-associated species of the area – seen frequently including in the midlands. 

Croaking Cisticola     Cisticola natalensis 

A very large cisticola that was seen well a few times just north of St. Lucia. 

Zitting Cisticola     Cisticola juncidis 

A common grassland inhabitant; seen in grasslands around Wakkerstroom. 

Cloud Cisticola     Cisticola textrix 

2 birds were seen as they called high overhead in the shorter grasslands around Wakkerstroom. 

Pale-crowned Cisticola    Cisticola cinnamomeus 

2 birds were seen well in taller and moister grasslands on our way to Wakkerstroom. 

Wing-snapping Cisticola (RE)   Cisticola ayresii 

As the above species, this is another small bird in the Wakkerstroom’s grassland area. 

Tawny-flanked Prinia    Prinia subflava 

Seen well a few times, with first good views near the town of Hluhluwe. 

Black-chested Prinia (RE)    Prinia flavicans 

We were very lucky to find this western species just south of Johannesburg in tall grassland. 

Karoo Prinia (RE)     Prinia maculosa 

2 birds were seen well at the eastern edge of their range in Lesotho. 

Drakensberg Prinia (E)    Prinia hypoxantha 

3 birds were seen in 2 different sightings in the mosaic habitat of the KZN midlands. 

Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica 

Seen well twice, with amazing close views in Marutswa Forest. 

Rudd’s Apalis (RE)     Apalis ruddi 

A special to the north-eastern coastline of South Africa, where we had great views a few times near 

St. Lucia and our uMkhuze area accommodations. 

Yellow-breasted Apalis    Apalis flavida 

Quite common in moist woodland and forest, was seen in the St Lucia/Mkhuze area. 

Green-backed Camaroptera    Camaroptera brachyura 

This vocal but skulky forest species was seen on 5 days, sometimes very close. 

 

Babblers & Parrotbills  Timaliidae 
Arrow-marked Babbler    Turdoides jardineii 

2 birds were very vocal just outside the uMkhuze GR, where we had open but brief views. 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylviidae 
Bush Blackcap (E)     Lioptilus nigricapillus 

A very sought-after endemic species that was very commonly encountered during the first 3 days in 

suitable thicket habitats. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (RE)    Zosterops pallidus 

Recorded on 4 consecutive days at the beginning of the tour, common at a variety of habitats. 

African Yellow White-eye    Zosterops capensis 
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A bright bird that was seen very well in the forest at False Bay after brief views at Cape Vidal. 

 

Sugarbirds & Allies  Promeropidae 
Gurney's Sugarbird (RE)    Promerops gurneyi 

A highlight of our day up the Sani Pass was seeing this species so well. Always a popular endemic. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common Myna     Acridotheres tristis 

An exotic, it was seen on many days. 

Common (European) Starling   Sturnus vulgaris 

This alien was seen in Wakkerstroom. 

Black-bellied (Glossy-) Starling   Lamprotornis corruscus 

Found in coastal forest and moist woodland in Zululand including in Dlinza forest. 

Cape (Glossy-) Starling (RNE)   Lamprotornis nitens 

Seen at most sites from the Hluhluwe area, including on the drive to Johannesburg. 

Burchell’s (Glossy-) Starling (RNE)  Lamprotornis australis 

Possible at only a single site on the tour, where we saw a single juvenile bird near Pongola. 

(African) Pied Starling (E)    Spreo bicolor 

We saw this species in huge numbers around Wakkerstroom. 

Violet-backed Starling    Cinnyricinclus leucogaster 

A spectacular bird: we had numerous sightings around St. Lucia and uMkhuze Game Reserve. 

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

Quite widespread and seen at a number of scattered sites, mostly in the Underberg/Sani area. 

 

Oxpeckers  Buphagidae 
Red-billed Oxpecker     Buphagus erythrorhynchus 

After we had a single bird earlier, we enjoyed good views of these unique birds on some larger 

mammals in uMkhuze Game Reserve. 

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Orange Ground Thrush    Zoothera gurneyi 

The Marutswa forest provided us great views of a singing bird over our heads for an extended 

period. 

Spotted Ground Thrush    Zoothera guttata 

A single very relaxed bird was seen very well in the Dlinza forest after a lot of very slow walking to 

try to see it moving or to hear its call or even leaves being tossed. 

Groundscraper Thrush    Psophosichla litsitsirupa 

One participant found this species in uMkhuze GR. 

Kurrichane Thrush     Turdus libonyanus 

See well on 2 days in the Hluhluwe/uMkhuze area – although the first birds we saw were drenched 

and not looking too good at all. 

Olive Thrush       Turdus olivaceus 

Fairly common around the midland forests and even gardens. 

Karoo Thrush (RE)     Turdus smithi 

Around 6 birds were seen well in gardens of a town on the way to Johannesburg. 

 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
White-starred Robin     Pogonocichla stellata 

We eventually managed good views of this bird in the Marutswa forest. 

Cape Robin-Chat     Cossypha caffra 
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Seen on a number of occasions at scattered sites throughout the midlands portion of the tour. 

Red-capped Robin-Chat    Cossypha natalensis 

Several of these stunning birds were seen at St Lucia and uMkhuze after a single bird showed well 

in the Dlinza forest. 

Chorister Robin-Chat (E)    Cossypha dichroa 

This often shy forest interior species was seen on 2 days: in Marutswa and Dlinza forest. 

Bearded Scrub Robin    Cercotrichas quadrivirgata 

A single bird was seen incredibly well at the camp of uMkhuze GR. 

Brown Scrub Robin (RE)    Cercotrichas signata 

We tried hard for a long time to find this species – eventually getting it first in St. Lucia and again 

later in the sandforest in uMkhuze GR. 

White-browed(Red-backed) Scrub Robin  Cercotrichas leucophrys 

3 birds were seen well in uMkhuze GR, with first views near the entrance. 

African Stonechat     Saxicola torquatus 

Seen at scattered open country sites throughout the tour, common particularly during the first half.  

Buff-streaked (Bush)Chat (E)   Saxicola bifasciata 

A smart endemic, often fairly scarce, but we had good views in the Karkloof area, on the Sani Pass 

as well as in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Mountain Wheatear (RNE)    Oenanthe monticola 

We had views of 2 of these birds in the rocky areas near Wakkerstroom. 

Familiar Chat     Cercomela familiaris 

A distinctive species, particularly its wing-flicking behavious – seen near Marutswa forest. 

Sickle-winged Chat (RE)    Cercomela sinuata 

Many birds were seen well at close quarters in Lesotho. 

[Southern] Ant-eating(eater) Chat (RNE)  Myrmecocichla formicivora 

Recorded around Wakkerstroom in very good numbers – most distinctive in flight. 

Cape Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola rupestris 

Seen on 2 days, with a number of good views enjoyed during the day we had on the Sani Pass. 

Sentinel Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola explorator 

Another endemic that was seen very well on the Sani Pass and inside Lesotho. 

Southern Black Flycatcher    Melaenornis pammelaina 

The uMkhuze area provided views of this species a few times. 

Pale Flycatcher      Bradornis pallidus 

A single bird showed well near Hluhluwe, where it perched on a fence post after a shower. 

Spotted Flycatcher     Muscicapa striata 

Recorded a few times in the St. Lucia and uMkhuze areas, a migrant to the area. 

Ashy Flycatcher     Muscicapa caerulescens 

A single bird was glimpsed as it flew from its open perch overhead at UmKhumbi Lodge. 

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 

Seen well on a handful of occasions in forest of the KZN midlands. 

 

Sunbirds & Spiderhunters  Nectariniidae 
Collared Sunbird     Hedydipna collaris 

Seen on a number of the days we had in KwaZulu-Natal’s forests, a very small species. 

(Eastern) Olive Sunbird    Cyanomitra olivacea 

Although quite vocal, this species can be hard to see, we had good views a few times, including at 

Marutswa and Dlinza forests. 

Grey (Mouse-colored) Sunbird   Cyanomitra veroxii 

A single male showed very well as it was calling from an open perch in the St. Lucia forest. 

Amethyst Sunbird     Chalcomitra amethystina 
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A number of these birds showed very well, including some great close views of birds in different 

plumage stages in the Wakkerstroom gardens. 

Scarlet-chested Sunbird    Chalcomitra senegalensis 

Zululand can be very good for this species, we had a number of sightings over 2 days; best views 

were at lunch near Hluhluwe. 

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 

Another iridescent beauty, most sightings were enjoyed during our day on the Sani Pass, including 

some views as they perched on flowering Red-hot Pokers. 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybeus 

A small sunbird that we had brief views of in Marutswa forest. 

Neergaard’s Sunbird (RE)    Cinnyris neergaardi 

A single male gave us wonderful views in False Bay, a very small and range-restricted species that 

can be hard to find when there are no flowers around. 

Greater Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris afer 

On the way up the Sani Pass we had a good number of birds that were showing off around flowers. 

Purple-banded Sunbird    Cinnyris bifasciatus 

2 birds were seen in St. Lucia, one male showed well, calling on an exposed branch. 

White-bellied Sunbird    Cinnyris talatala 

A single male showed very well in the Acacia savannah of uMkuze GR. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

A widespread species, seen a few times. 

Cape Sparrow (RNE)    Passer melanurus 

Common at the top of Sani Pass, other birds around Wakkerstroom and Johannesburg. 

Southern Grey-headed Sparrow (RNE)  Passer diffusus 

This species was seen on a few occasions at different sites on the tour. 

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
Thick-billed (Grosbeak) Weaver   Amblyospiza albifrons 

The very different male and female birds were recorded first at Marutswa with more seen well in 

Zululand reedbeds. 

Spectacled Weaver     Ploceus ocularis 

Just a few birds were seen over 2 days, with best views of a few birds near uMkhuze GR. 

Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

Seen in very good numbers near Wakkerstroom, with first views being enjoyed in the Underberg 

and midlands areas. 

Eastern Golden Weaver    Ploceus subaureus 

Seen in the St. Lucia where they were breeding in extensive reedbed colonies. 

Southern Brown-throated Weaver   Ploceus xanthopterus 

A few of these birds showed incredibly well in a mixed colony near St. Lucia. 

Lesser Masked Weaver    Ploceus intermedius 

Another species we had best views of in the mixed weaver colony at St. Lucia, a few other were 

breeding near the Muzi pans. 

Southern Masked Weaver    Ploceus velatus 

First seen at the Muzi pans with many good views later near Wakkerstroom and Johannesburg. 

Village Weaver     Ploceus cucullatus 

We saw these birds in the KZN midlands and a few Zululand sites. 

Dark-backed (Forest) Weaver   Ploceus bicolor 

A forest species that was seen well in all the Zululand forests including St. Lucia and uMkhuze. 

Red-headed Quelea     Quelea erythrops 
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A scarce species that was seen well in a reedbed in the midlands, where they breed in good years. 

Red-billed Quelea     Quelea quelea 

2 birds were seen near Hilton, before we had a few more later in the uMkhuze area. 

Yellow-crowned Bishop    Euplectes afer 

A stunning species, very reminiscent of a large bumblebee in display flight over tall grass – seen in 

the Wakkerstroom area. 

[Southern] Red Bishop    Euplectes orix 

Another stunning species that was pleasantly common at many wetland sites on the tour. 

Yellow Bishop     Euplectes capensis 

We had small numbers in the Karkloof and then on the drive up the Sani Pass. 

Fan-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes axillaris 

This was probably the most frequently encountered Euplectes species of the tour and was seen well 

in moist grasslands in the midlands and in sugarcane near Pongola among others. 

Red-collared Widowbird    Euplectes ardens 

Seen well on the first 3 days of the eastern tour – generally prefers bushes in more open grassland. 

Long-tailed Widowbird    Euplectes progne 

A spectacular bird in breeding plumage – we managed sightings of these very obvious birds in good 

numbers around grasslands in the KZN midlands and Wakkerstroom. 

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 
Green-winged Pytilia    Pytilia melba 

We had views of 2 birds at very close range in uMkhuze GR. 

Green(-backed) Twinspot    Mandingoa nitidula 

A single male was seen incredibly well and at close range in the Cape Vidal campsite – a highly-

sought and hard-to-find species. 

Pink-throated Twinspot (RE)   Hypargos margaritatus 

Around 3 birds were seen in a small flock in sandforest habitat in uMkuze GR. 

Red-billed Firefinch     Lagonosticta senegala 

Surprisingly only 3 birds were seen in the uMkhuze area – a single male showed really well! 

African Firefinch     Lagonosticta rubricata 

A forest and forest edge species that showed off its colours twice: on the lower section of the Sani 

Pass and near the Marutswa forest. 

Jameson’s Firefinch     Lagonosticta rhodopareia 

A single distinctive male was seen very well during a walk in a uMkhuze campsite. 

Blue Waxbill (Blue-breasted Cordonbleu)  Uraeginthus angolensis 

Another stunning little seedeater that was seen very well in uMkhuze GR a few times. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

Fairly commonly encountered, although it took a good number of attempts before everyone 

managed to get tickable views. 

Bronze Mannikin     Lonchura cucullata 

We had a few very close birds in the KZN midlands before we had larger numbers in the St. Lucia 

area, seen feeding on grass seeds a few times. 

Red-backed (Black-and-white) Mannikin  Lonchura nigriceps 

These smart little birds showed well in a small flock near Cape Vidal. 

 

Indigobirds  Viduidae 
Village Indigobird     Vidua chalybeata 

2 birds were seen well in uMkuze GR, where one came down to drink at a waterhole. 

Pin-tailed Whydah     Vidua macroura 

Seen quite frequently in a variety of habitats throughout the trip. 

Long-tailed (Eastern) Paradise Whydah  Vidua paradisaea 
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A single non-breeding male bird was seen well in uMkhuze GR. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Western Yellow Wagtail    Motacilla flava 

This is a scarce bird in South Africa, we recorded around 4 birds in very short grassland to the east 

of uMkhuze GR. 

Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

We had a number of these birds quite regularly during the tour. 

African Pied Wagtail    Motacilla aguimp 

Seen on 5 consecutive days in the Zululand area. 

Cape (Orange-throated) Longclaw (RE)  Macronyx capensis 

Most birds were seen around Wakkerstroom, others in the midlands and near uMkhuze. 

Yellow-throated Longclaw    Macronyx croceus 

3 consecutive days produced sightings, with the first being on the drive to Cape Vidal. 

African (Grassveld) Pipit    Anthus cinnamomeus 

Seen in pretty good numbers at a number of grassland sites throughout the tour. 

Mountain Pipit (BE)     Anthus hoeschi 

We had some great views of this breeding endemic in Lesotho, where it occurs in the summer. 

African Rock (Yellow-tufted) Pipit   Anthus crenatus 

A very tricky bird to see; we scoped a calling bird on a rocky slope near the town of Wakkerstroom. 

Yellow-breasted Pipit (E)    Anthus chloris 

A sought-after endemic that showed very well, both in display and on ground in the Wakkerstroom 

area, one of the species’ strongholds. 

 

Finches & Allies  Fringillidae 
Cape Canary (RE)     Serinus canicollis 

First seen in the KZN midlands, also common in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Forest Canary (E)     Crithagra scotops 

This endemic bird turned out to be fairly common on the forest edge at Marutswa. 

Black-throated Canary    Crithagra atrogularis 

2 birds were recorded by some of the participants at Marievale on the final day. 

Lemon-breasted Canary (RNE)   Crithagra citrinipecta 

4 birds were seen very well in palm savannah near the town of Hluhluwe, on the roadside. 

Yellow-fronted Canary    Crithagra mozambica 

Fairly common during much of the tour, highest numbers around the uMkhuze area. 

Yellow Canary (RNE)    Crithagra flaviventri 

4 birds were seen well in Lesotho, at the eastern edge of their distribution range. 

Streaky-headed Seedeater (RNE)   Crithagra gularis 

A single bird was seen well on the lower slopes of the Drakensberg during our day on the Sani Pass. 

Drakensberg Siskin (E)    Crithagra symonsi 

We had a total of around 6 of these range-restricted endemics in Lesotho and around the hairpin 

bends around the top of the Sani Pass. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Cape Bunting (RNE)     Emberiza capensis 

A few were seen around the rocky slopes of the Sani Pass. 

Golden-breasted Bunting    Emberiza flaviventris 

Another stunning species that gave us some very good views on our uMkhuze day. 
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Annotated List of Mammal Species recorded 
 

Cheek-Pouch Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Chacma Baboon     Papio ursinus 

Surprisingly only seen once on the roadside near uMkhuze GR. 

Vervet Monkey     Cercopithecus aethiops 

Commonly seen in the Zululand area. 

Samango (Blue) Monkey    Cercopithecus mitis 

A fairly scarce animal in South Africa’s forests, seen once in Karkloof forests. 

 

Squirrels  Sciuridae 
Red Forest Squirrel     Paraxerus palliatus 

Recorded in dune forest at St Lucia a few times. 

 

Rat-like Rodents  Muridae 
Sloggett’s Ice Rat     Otomys sloggetti 

This endearing rodent was seen at the top of the Sani Pass, in Lesotho. 

 

Mustelids  Mustelidae 
Spot-necked Otter     Lutra maculicollis 

A very scarce animal, that is hard to see at all – amazingly we had 2 separate sightings, the first at a 

dam near the base of the Sani Pass, the second sighting was very good, of 3 animals interacting in 

the dam at Wakkerstroom. 

 

Mongooses  Herpestridae 
Yellow Mongoose     Cynictis penicillata 

Common around Wakkerstroom’s grasslands.  

Suricate (Meerkat)     Suricata suricatta 

7 animals were seen very well in some short grass in the Wakkerstroom area, some standing up to 

get a better look around the area.  

 

Hyraxes  Procavidae 
Rock Hyrax      Procavia capensis 

3 of these strange animals were seen on a rock wall in the Wakkerstroom area. 

 

Zebras  Equidae 
Common (Burchell's/Plains) Zebra   Equus quagga burchelli 

Seen at a few sites, with good views and numbers on the drive around Cape Vidal. 

 

Hippopotamuses  Hippopotamidae 
Hippopotamus     Hippopotamus amphibius 

Good numbers were seen in Nsumo Pan, uMkhuze GR after first views in the St. Lucia area. 

 

Pigs  Suidae 
Common Warthog     Phacochoerus africanus 

We had good numbers of these animals in the grasslands of the iSimangaliso Wetland Park. 

 

Giraffes  Giraffidae 
Giraffe      Giraffa camelopardalis 
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We had a wonderful sighting of this bizarre mammal in the Pongola Game Reserve, after failing to 

find any in uMkhuze GR earlier. 

 

Bovids & Horned Ungulates  Bovidae 
African Buffalo      Syncerus caffer 

An herd and a few individuals of this species were seen well during our drive around Cape Vidal. 

Greater Kudu     Tragelaphus strepsiceros 

Another great antelope that we saw in good numbers around Cape Vidal, with a few more showing 

later in uMkhuze GR. 

Nyala       Tragelaphus angasii 

This beautiful antelope was seen in the uMkhuze area, where it was common.  

Bushbuck      Tragelaphus scriptus 

Very good numbers were seen around forest edges during our drive north to Cape Vidal. 

Common Waterbuck    Kobus ellipsiprymnus ellipsiprymnus 

Around 4 birds were seen, again on a drive north of St. Lucia. 

Mountain Reedbuck     Redunca fulvorufula 

4 of these smallish antelope were seen well on grassy slopes in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Southern (Common) Reedbuck   Redunca arundinum  

We saw this antelope in tall, moist grassland to the north of St. Lucia. 

Blue Wildebeest (Brindled Gnu)   Connochaetes taurinus 

Biggest numbers in the area north of St. Lucia and then in uMkhuze GR. 

Blesbok      Damaliscus dorcas phillipsi 

Recorded in the Wakkerstroom area. 

Tsessebe      Damaliscus lunatus 

We were surprised by the sighting of a single animal in open woodland on the way to Cape Vidal. 

Impala      Aepyceros melampus 

A common antelope seen on 4 consecutive days in the St. Lucia and uMkhuze areas. 

Steenbok      Raphicerus campestris 

A single distant antelope was scoped in the Wakkerstroom grasslands. 

Blue Duiker      Cephalophus monticola 

2 incredibly relaxed animals were seen well in the Dlinza forest. 

Red Duiker      Cephalophus natalensis 

This richly-coloured mammal was seen very well in the in the St Lucia forests. 

Bush (Common/Grey) Duiker   Sylvicapra grimmia 

Single animals were seen twice – the largest duiker species and only one that generally occurs in 

more open areas outside the forest. 

 
 

Annotated List of Reptiles 
 

Bell’s Hinged Tortoise    Kinixys belliana 

A scarce and range-restricted species that was seen very well at Cape Vidal. 

Serrated Hinged Terrapin    Pelusios sinuatus 

Seen from a hide in uMkhuze GR. 

Marsh/Helmeted Terrapin    Pelomedusa subrufa 

Seen in the same waterhole as the above species in uMkuze GR. 

Drakensberg Crag Lizard    Pseudocordylus melanotus 

A brightly coloured creature, it was seen on the Sani Pass and in Lesotho itself. 

Nile (Water) Monitor    Varanus niloticus 

2 were recorded, with the larger being seen at a small pan south of Cape Vidal. 
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Moreau’s Tropical House Gecko    Hemidactylus mabouia 

Seen on walls in the St. Lucia area, around buildings. 

Nile Crocodile     Crocodylus niloticus 

At least 3 of these ancient reptiles were seen near the St. Lucia estuary mouth, another smaller one 

showed later at the Muzi pans. 

Red Toad      Schismaderma carens 

A large Red Toad was seen on a lawn at lunch near our Hluhluwe lunch stop. 

Painted Reed Frog     Hyperolius marmoratus 

A single animal was seen in St. Lucia. 

Foam-nest Frog     Chiromantis xerampelina 

One of these unusual frogs was seen well, perched on the walkway to one of the hides. 
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